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REPORT 

OF 

THE  FERRY  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

STATEN  ISLAND  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 

SEPTEMBER  3Qtm, 

1902 


7'0  THK  DiRKCTOUS  AND  MEMBERS  OF 

TiiK  Staten  Island  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Citizens  and 
Kesidents  of  Staten 
Island : 

Staten  Island,  Sept.  80,  1902. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  desire  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Staten  Island  for  better  ferry 
facilities  has  been  given  expression 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Staten  Isl- 
and ChanilK^r  of  Commerce  since 
IsOrt,  when  the  absolute  necessity  for 
better  means  of  transportation  be- 
tween Manhattan  and  Richmond  was 
so  apparent  as  to  demand  an  organ- 
ized effort  *>n  the  part  of  the  i)eople. 
Committees  of  representative  men 
were  from  time  to  time  appointed  by 
the  Directors  of  the  Staten  Island 
(^liamber  of  Commerce  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carefully  investigating  the  re- 
(luirements  of  the  different  sections 
of  Staten  Island,  and  as  the  result  of 
their  painstaking  labor,  reports  were 
]»repared  and  submitteil  at  different 
times  to  the  Directors  of  the  Cham- 
ber, to  the  people  of  Staten  Island 
and  after  the  consolidation,  to  the 
Municipal  authorities  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  while  requests  were  made 
of  the  Ferry  Company  for  hotter  fa- 
cilities. 

On  December  12th,  1901,  a commit- 
tee consisting  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Tribus,  at 
present  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  Borough  of  Richmond; 
-Mr.  Chas.  W.  Hunt,  former  President 


of  tlie  Chamber  of  Coinineroe,  and 
Mr.  Albert  E.  lladlock,  now  Assist- 
ant Corporation  Counsel  for  the  Bor- 
ough of  Richmond,  made  a report 
which  was  condensed  in  the  follow- 
ing tw’elve  recommendations: 

First. — The  absolute  reservation  of 
two  slips  at  the  Whitehall  terminal  for 
Staten  Island  business. 

Second.— More  frequent  trips  than  at 
present  for  passengers  from  St.  George 
to  Manhattan  and  Manhattan  to  St. 
George  ; made  In  not  over  20  minutes 
average  time  for  each  trip,  dock  to  dock. 

Third. — New  boats,  well  lighted,  well 
heated,  well  ventilated  ; having  the  hull 
divided  into  water-tight,  uon-communi- 
cating  compartments  and  equipped  with 
up-to-date  sanitary’  conveniences,  kept  in 
cleanly  condition. 

Fourth— Life  preservers,  life  boats 
and  rafts  in  sufficient  number  to  accom- 
modate, not  the  average  number  of  pas- 
sengers that  the  law  now  requires,  but 
the  maximum. 

FiF'iH — Landings  from  the  upper  decks 
at  both  ends  of  the  ferry,  so  as  to  connect 
with  the  elevated  service  in  Manhattan 
and  the  electric  and  footbridge  service  on 
Staten  Island. 

Sixth— Quicker  acting  and  less  clumsy 
tying  up  devices  at  the  landings,  with 
broader  exits  from  the  boats,  which 
should  be  shaped  to  lit  the  bridge  thus 
eliminating  gang  planks. 

Seventh— Commutation  or  reduced 
fares  at  rates  as  favorable  as  those  on 
other  suburban  lines. 

Eighth— Additional  ferry  boats  mak- 
ing landings  on  the  north  and  east  shores 
of  Staten  Island  running  at  frequent 
intervals,  for  team  traffic  particularly  ; 
but  carrying  passengers  also  if  they  de- 
sire to  go  ; rates  for  all  such  traffic  to  De 
as  low  relatively  as  on  other  ferries 
running  to  points  on  the  west  and  east 
sides  of  Manhattan. 


Ni.nt  i — If  the  city  can  provide  in 
ManhaUan  adequate  landing  places, 
certain  trips  of  these  **  along  shore" 
boats  t- 1 run  to  suitable  points  on  the 
North  i nd  East  Rivers. 

Ten  I i — To  request  the  city  authorities 
to  acqu  re  by  purchase  or  condemnation 
suitabU  landing  places  on  Staten  Island, 
neceasa  ry  for  such  improved  ferry  facili- 
ties as  i re  herein  suggested. 

Elev  iNTH — To  insure  the  continuance 
and  e\  en  improvement  of  the  ferry  fa- 
cilities and  provide  for  changing  con- 
ditions. the  securing  of  some  method  by 
which  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and 
Manha  tan  when  they  feel  that  the  fa- 
cilities are  inadequate  can  appeal  for 
relief  t > some  ohicial  or  officials,  who 
shall  bi  given  discretion  and  power  to 
order  s tch  changes  as  might  seem  to  be 
necesss  ry. 

Twei  fth— To  facilitate  the  tinancing 
of  sue]  ferry  companies,  the  franchise 
grants  covering  the  foregoing  require- 
ments hould  be  for  twenty  or  twenty- 
tive  yej  rs  and  be  made  at  least  one  year 
before  .ermination  of  the  old  franchise, 
to  permit  of  new  parties  making  ade- 
quate I revision  for  necessary  boats. 

Tliii^  rcpv»rt  was  submitted  to 
ilayor  Low,  wlio  in  his  message,  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1002,  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  imiu’oved  transportation 
facilit  es  bi‘t\vc‘en  the  Boroughs  of 
^laiilu  ttan  and  Richmond  as  follows: 

“In  this  connection  I desire  to  call 
attenti'  >n  also  to  the  importance  of  the 
ferry  c uestion  between  the  Boroughs, 
and  es]  ecially  between  the  Boroughs  of 
Manha  .tan  and  Richmond. 

As  b Jtween  Manhattan  and  Richmond, 
the  ne  :essity  for  improved  ferry  com- 
munic£  tion  is  evident  and  pressing.  The 
new  ch  arter  gives  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  upon  the  recom- 
menda  ions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Docks,  authority  to  enter  into  a ferry 
lease  h the  period  of  twenty-five  years. 
In  mal  ing  such  a lease  the  City  may  well 
insist  i pon  a sufficient  number  of  boats 
of  the  best  character  ; upon  as  many 
landin;;  places  as  may  be  deemed  de- 
sirable ; upon  such  frequency  of  trips, 
such  a rate  of  speed,  and  such  a rate  of 
fare  as  will  thoroughly  protect  the  public 
interes  and  promote  the  growth  of  the 
beautil  ul  Borough  of  Richmond.  I have 
charge  1 the  Commissioner  of  Docks  to 
givethiS  matter,  at  the  earliest  possible 
day,  t le  most  careful  and  complete 
study. 

At  ho  same  time  the  Mayor  re- 


(juested  the  appointment  of  a com 
mittee  representing  the  Staten  Island 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conferring  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Docks  and  Ferries  and  him- 
self in  regard  to  a plan  of  action  for 
the  improvement  of  the  ferry  service 
between  the  two  Boroughs  mentioned. 
The  Directors  accordingly  appointed 
Mr.  (ieo.  J.  Gr(‘enficld,  Mr.  David  J. 
Tyson,  and  -Mrs.  Cugy  AE.  Irving, 
members,  and  Cornelius  G.  Kollf, 
Secretary,  of  this  committee. 

This  coinmitiee  had  a number  of 
confereucos  witli  the  Commissioner 
of  Docks  and  I'^erries  on  the  subject 
of  an  imi>rovoiuent  in  the  ferry  ser- 
vice between  the  Boroughs  of  Rich- 
mond and  J\Ianhattan;  tlie  three  par- 
ticular points  under  c<»nsideratiou  lu*- 
imr : 

First. — The  reservation  of  both 
ferry  slips  at  the  foot  of  Whitehall 
Street  for  the  Staten  Island  Ferry 
Service. 

Second. — The  i>urchaso  by  tlie  City 
of  ferry  landings  <»n  Staten  Island, 
and 

Third. — The  establishment  of  three 
ferry  terminals  on  Staten  Island — 
one  at  St.  G(?orgo,  one  at  Stapleton  or 
Clifton,  and  one  at  West  New  Brigh- 
ton or  Port  Richmond. 

The  first  point  at  issue,  the  reser- 
vation of  both  ferry  slips  at  the  fo(*t 
of  Whiteliall  Street,  Manhattan,  for 
the  Staten  island  business,  was 
brought  to  a successful  issue  by  tlie 
Commissioner’s  refusal  to  grant  one 
of  tlie  ferry  slips  to  the  Central  R.  R. 
of  New  Jersey;  promising  to  retain  it 
for  the  Staten  Island  ferry. 

The  second  i»oint  at  issue,  the  ac- 
(pi i ring  of  ferry  landings  in  the  Bor- 
ough of  Richmond  by  the  City  of 
New  York,  was  (lisjiosed  of  by  the 
C Commissioner  of  Docks  and  Ferries 
asking  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Ap- 
portionment for  its  authority  to  pur- 
chase suitable  sites  for  ferry  land- 
ings, docks  and  piers  at  Clifton,  St. 
George,  and  Port  Richmond. 

As  regards  the  third  point,  however, 
great  difficulty  was  encountered  in 


I 


persuading  the  public  authorities  or  referred  hack  to  the  Commissioner  of 
tlie  interests  now  operating  the  ferry,  liocks  and  Ferries  for  better  terms, 
tliat  three  ferries  could  be  profitably  Since  that  a number  of  conferences 
operated,  and  as  there  was  only  one  liave  taken  jilace  bctwcM?n  the  lerry 
interest  apparently  willing  to  consid-  Committee  on  one  hand,  the  Commis- 
er  the  lease  of  the  Staten  Island  fer-  sioner  of  Docks  and  Ferries,  Alf.  Ed- 
rv,  the  chances  of  the  Committee  see-  ward  Lauterbach,  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Spier, 
its  recomraendationa  adopted  representing  Mr.  II.  II.  Rogers,  and 
were  rather  doubtful.  the  Directors  of  tlie  Staten  Islan<l 

During  the  latter  part  of  June,  Chamber  of  Commerce.  These  me-ot- 
1002,  tlie  Baltimore  & Ohio  interests  ings  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  Staten 
represented  in  the  present  Staten  Isl-  Island  Ferry  Company  is  owned  one- 
and  Ferry  Company,  made  an  apiili-  half  by  the  Baltimore  k Ohio  inter- 
eation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Docks  ests  and  one-half  by  Mr.  II.  II.  Rog- 
and  Ferries  for  a twenty-five  years’  ers  and  associates.  There  is  appar- 
franchisG.  The  only  terms  made  by  ently  a difference  of  opinion  between 
the  Ferry  Company  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Rogers  and  his  partners  in 
a twenty -five  years’  franchise  and  the  the  Ferry  Company  ns  to  the 
cancellation  of  the  amount  of  $22,000  steps  that  should  be  taken  for  the  bet- 
now  paid  the  City  yearly  for  the  fran-  terment  of  the  ferry  service,  upon 
chise,  was  the  placing  in  service  of  which  the  material  development  of 
two  new  modern  fast  ferry  boats  be-  the  Borough  rests  in  such  a large  de- 
tween the  foot  of  Whitehall  Street,  gree. 

^Manhattan,  and  St.  George,  as  well  For  the  purpose  of  fully  aequaint- 
as  the  reconstruction  of  the  Castleton  ing  himself  with  the  requirements  of 
and  Robert  Garrett,  .so  as  to  make  the  situation,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
them  equal  to  the  new  boats  in  speetl  iieojdc  of  Richmond  and  any  coriwr- 
and  comfort.  It  contaim^l  no  prom-  ation  which  may  wish  to  operate  fer- 
ise  calling  fur  the  establi.shment  of  ries  between  the  Boroughs  of  Rich- 
s«‘parate  ferries  to  the  North  and  East  mond  and  jilanhattan,  :Mr.  Rogers 
shores  of  Staten  Island,  and  conse-  selected  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Spier,  a gentle- 
ouently  did  not  meet  the  views  of  man  well  versed  in  transportation 
the  ferry  committee.  matters,  to  make  a careful  investiga- 

The  Commissioner  of  Docks  and  tion  on  the  subject  of  an  improve- 
Ferries  believing,  however,  that  the  ment  of  the  trolley  service  and  the 
offor  miule  was  the  best  that  could  be  ferry  service  between  Staten  Island 
obtained,  suhmitteil  a oontraot  on  «ud  Manhattan. 

these  lines  to  the  Commissioners  of  As  a result  of  his  efforts  a report 
the  Sinking  Emid  at  the  meeting  on  lias  been  submitted  to  Mr.  Rogers  to 
'rno.sday,  July  1st,  1002.  At  this  the  effect  that  the  intere.sts  of  Staten 
meeting  Mr.  Edward  Lauterbach  rep-  Island  could  be  best  served  by  the 
resenting  ;Mr.  IT.  H.  Rogers,  who  had  abandonment  of  the  ferry  landing  at 
then-  acquired  the  Syndicate  trolley  George  and  the  establishment  of 

on  Staten  Island,  appeared  and  asked  two  ferry  landings,  one  at  West  New 
that  action  be  deferiwl  by  the  Sink-  Brighton  and  one  at  Tompkinsville ; 
ing  Fund  on  the  grounds  that  [Mr.  both  points  offering  a great  many  ad- 

Rogers  would  give  a very  much  bet-  vantages  as  ferry  terminals  and 

ter  .service  than  that  called  fo-  in  the  points  of  distibution  both  for  passen- 
eontract  submitted,  and  after  listen-  "ovs  and  teams, 

ing  to  arguments  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mr.  Rogers  after  caretul  considera- 
Lauterbach,  Mr.  George  Cromwell,  tion  has  informed  the  ferry  commit- 
President  of  the  Borough  of  Rich-  toe  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  that 
mond,  and  the  Commissioner  of  if  the  peoide  of  Staten  Island  eonsid- 

Doeks  and  Ferries,  the  contract  was  ered  it  to  lu'  in  their  interest  to  have 


f 


ferry  landings  as  proposed, 
is  prepared  immediately  to 
j the  Commissioner  of  Docks 
rries  for  a franchise  to  run 
from  the  foot  of  Whitehall 
New  York,  to  both  Tompkins- 
d West  New  Brighton,  and  it 
ntention  to  arrange  the  Syn- 
lines,  as  well  as  the  Midland 
lies,  which  have  recently  come 
he  control  of  interests  friend- 
m,  in  a manner  to  fully  serve 
srests  of  the  traveling  public 
territory  tributary  to  the 
mentioned,  which  practically 
the  whole  of  Staten  Island, 
‘stablislnnent  of  ferry  landings 
points  mentioned  would  of 
necessitate  the  rearrangement 
Rapid  Transit  train  and  pas- 
service  in  a manner  to  meet 
uireiuents  of  the  new  condi- 

t^oinmittee  realizing  that  in- 
ferry facilities  are  necessary 
■ (h;veloi*ment  of  the  Island, 
(refer  the  establishment  of 
ferries  as  originally  recom- 
1 in  it^  rej)ort  of  December  12, 
ut  owing  to  the  difficulties  en- 
■ed  in  inducing  capital  to  en- 
. a ferry  service  of  this  nature, 
tmmittee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
rerests  will  best  be  served  by 
two  ferries,  one  at  Tompkins- 
id  one  at  West  New  Brighton, 
crefore  submits  for  your  con- 
on  the  following  resolution: 
^eas.  The  Ferry  Committee, 
ed  by  the  Directors  of  the 
Island  (Chamber  of  Commerce 
IS  far  been  unable  to  induce 
crests  to  carry  out  all  the  rec- 
dations  of  the  Chamber  for 
ablishment  of  ferries  at  three 
in  the  Borough  of  Richmond, 
at  St.  George,  and  at  points 


on  the  North  and  the  East  Shores  of 
the  Island,  and, 

Wh  ereas,  A counter  proposition  has 
been  made  for  the  establishment  of 
two  ferry  terminals,  one  at  Tomp- 
kinsville,  at  or  neiir  the  foot  of  xVriet- 
ta  Street  and  the  other  at  West  New 
Brighton,  at  or  near  the  foot  of 
Broadway, 

Note  therefore  he  it  Resolved,  That 
the  ChamiK'r  of  Commerce  and  the 
people  and  the  citizens  of  Staten  Isl- 
and in  meeting  assembled,  recommend 
the  adoi*tion  of  the  new  suggestion, 
namely,  the  location  of  one  ferry  at 
'fompkinsville  and  one  at  West  New 
Brighton;  such  ferries  to  be  run  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements 
called  for  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  its  previous  reports,  and  in 
a manner  to  me*3t  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Docks  and  Ferries, 

Ros{>ectfully  submitted, 

OuGY  AE.  Irving, 

Dwio  J.  Tysen, 
f’ouNKurs  G.  Koeff, 

Secretary. 

In  response  to  a general  call,  a 
public  meeting  was  held  at  the  First 
National  Bank  Building,  St.  George, 
on  T uesday,  September  30th,  1902, 
and  attended  by  about  two  hundred 
repn:*sentative  citizens  from  all  parts 
of  Staten  Island.  The  above  report 
was  read  and  after  a full  discussion 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

CoiiNKUUS  G.  Kolff, 

Secretary. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted 
and  although  the  chairman  paused 
for  negative  votes  not  a voice  was 
heard.  As  he  declared  the  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  the  entire  as- 
semblage joined  in  an  outburst  of 
applause  and  clieering. 
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